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M any things change in 91 
years. People grow old and 
die, newcomers move into old 
neighborhoods and buildings are 
razed to 
make way for 
modem ones. 

Occasion¬ 
ally, descen¬ 
dants pre¬ 
serve their 
ancestors' 
legacy. Such 
is the case 
with the John 
G. DuPuis 
family, who 
worked to 
preserve the 
medical building and drugstore 
built by pioneer doctor John G. 
DuPuis in 1902. 

The two-story structure at 
6045 NE Second Ave. in what is 
now Little Haiti, known then as 
Lemon City, is a “rare example 
of commercial architecture in the 
early part of the century,” said 
Sarah Eaton, historic officer for 
the city of Miami. “The style is 
unique, especially in Northeast 
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PIONEER 
FAMILY: In 

1899, Dr. John 
G. DuPuis 
married 

Katherine Beyer 
of Kentucky 
and brought her 
back to Miami, 
where their only 
son, John Jr., 
was born. 
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The building, housing a drug 
store, medical offices and living 
quarters, was the first concrete 
structure erected north of down¬ 
town Miami. It looks much the 
same as it did at the beginning of 
the century. 

DuPuis was 23 when he moved 
to Miami in 1898 after graduat¬ 
ing from the University of Ken¬ 
tucky medical school. 

The young doctor found the 
area full of mosquitoes and pine 
trees. People lived in board 
houses along dirt roads. DuPuis 
rented a room in the Conolly 
Hotel before opening a drugstore 
and office in a small board-and- 
frame house on Sawdust Road, 
named because sawdust covered 
the sand road. 

The doctor often walked to his 
patients' houses, sometimes 
miles away. On one evening visit 
to sec a sick patient, he encoun¬ 
tered a panther. He shot at the 
animal with his .32-caliber pistol, 
scaring it off. 

In 1899, DuPuis married Kath¬ 
erine Beyer of Kentucky and 
brought her back to Miami. 

After a year in the frame build¬ 
ing, DuPuis moved the drug¬ 
store, which supplemented his 
meager income, to a building on 
Lemon Avenue. In 1902, when 
the rock road connecting Lemon 
City to Miami was finished, he 
moved west and built the struc¬ 
ture now on Second Avenue and 
62nd Street. DuPuis worked in 
the medical office downstairs. 
The family lived upstairs. The 
couple’s only son, John G. 
DuPuis Jr., was bom in the 
house. 

The doctor, the son of a 
farmer, had fond affection for 
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HISTORIC SITE: The two-story structure, built in 1902, looks much 
the same as it did at the beginning of the century. 


The two-story 
structure stands at 
6045 NE Second Ave. 
in what is now Little 
Haiti . 

agriculture. The family owned a 
cow, which grazed in a pasture 
across the street from the drug¬ 
store. The doctor gave away milk 
to sick babies. 

In 1904, he bought four Dutch 
Belted cows, marking the begin¬ 
ning of the White Belt Dairy, 
named after the black cows with 
white belts. The dairy, west of 
Lemon City, grew over the years 
to 900 cows on about 2,000 acres. 

DuPuis never gave up his 
stethoscope, practicing from the 
Second Avenue building until his 
death in 1955. 

DuPuis also loved education. 
At 15, he had taught school to 

raise money for medical school. 


His interest surged when he came 
to Miami. 

As early as 1911, he began to 
lobby for a high school in Lemon 
City. When the school was built 
in 1915, it was in the pinewoods, 
now 62nd Street and Northwest 
Second Avenue. DuPuis, criti¬ 
cized for putting the school so far 
from the population, argued that 
the school would draw people to 
the area. 

Soon the school was named the 
Dade County Agricultural High 
School. Later it became Edison 
High School and now is Edison 
Middle. 

The young doctor greatly influ¬ 
enced the development of Lemon 
City. His contribution remains in 
the school and office building. 
The dairy hasn’t been function¬ 
ing for years. 

The doctor’s office was desig¬ 
nated in 1985 as a historic site by 
the city of Miami. Any future 
alterations to the exterior must 
be reviewed by the city Historic 
and Environmental Preservation 
Board. 




























